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Process

Data Collection

Oct.–Dec. 2022

Stakeholder Meetings

Oct.–Nov.

2022

2022

Concept Development

Dec. 2022

Public Open House

8 Dec. 2022

Virtual Public Presentation

Mar. 2023

Finalize Capital 
Improvements Plan

Apr. 2023



Data Collection: 
Findings

1) Traffic Calming & Pedestrian Safety
2) Wayfinding/Signage are Understated
3) Wide sidewalks narrowed by dining and 

large tree pits
4) Existing public spaces do not meet demand
5) Lack of bicycle infrastructure
6) Streetscape furniture and materials nearing 

end of lifespan



The Key Factors 
for Successful 

Streets:  
Priorities and 
Performance  



Strategies & Key 
Moves

Key Moves:
a) Reorganize street furniture and amenities within the sidewalk on Main Street
b) Extend sidewalks at corners where parking is currently not permitted
c) Create sidewalk extensions at mid-block crossings and offset intersections
d) Develop the Division Street intersection as a ‘pedestrian intersection’
e) Develop Al Fresco dining regulations
f) Reconstruct tree pits and develop a 5-year street tree replacement strategy



A variety of people, uses and 
amenities are currently battling 
for space on Downtown 
Somerville’s bustling sidewalks. 
We can maximize this space by 
expanding sidewalks where 
needed, reorganizing key 
elements and creating dedicated 
space for each use. The 
Sidewalk Reorganization 
Diagram shown identifies the 
locations of various 
improvements





Reorganizing the Sidewalk: Corner Sidewalk Extension



Reorganizing the Sidewalk: Mid-block Sidewalk Extension



Reorganizing the Sidewalk: Street Trees, Pits 
and Green Infrastructure 



Strategies & Key 
Moves

Key Moves:
a) Install modular furniture and amenities to support year-round programming on Division 

Street
b) Convert Grove Street into a flexible street
c) Design Main Street as a Flex street in between Bridge Street and Grove Street
d) Design new plaza at Borough Hall
e) Redesign Giardina Walk to activate the space with new lighting, furniture and amenities
f) Install lighting and signage in alleys and along sidewalks connecting to municipal parking 

lots



Build Upon and Expand Public Spaces: Public Space Network



Build Upon and 
Expand Public 
Spaces: 
Giardina Walkway



Build Upon 
and Expand 
Public 
Spaces: 
Division St



Build Upon 
and Expand 
Public 
Spaces: 
Courthouse 
Green



Build Upon and Expand Public Spaces: Borough Hall 



Strategies & Key 
Moves

Key Moves:
a) Develop a consistent furniture and materials palette that appropriately 

reflects Somerville’s history and brand
b) Install information kiosks at key places in the Downtown
c) Install public art throughout the Downtown
d) Establish gateways at each end of the Downtown and the train station



Reinforce 
Identity and 

Brand: 
Materials and 

Furnishings 



Reinforce 
Identity and 
Brand: West 
End Gateway



Reinforce 
Identity and 
Brand: East 

End Gateway



Reinforce Identity and Brand: Wayfinding



Phasing Diagram 


